Materials and methods

Mouse experiments.
All mice were housed at the University of Illinois Animal Care Facility in accordance with institutional and NIH guidelines. Veterinary care of animals and related animal experiments were approved by the institution. Male and female C57BL/6 mice aged 8-10 weeks obtained from Jackson Laboratory were used for experiments.
Collection of bronchoalveolar lavage Fluid (BALF) and cytokine ELISAs.
For the collection of BALF, the mice were anesthetized by ketamine/xylazine (45 mg/kg and 8 mg/kg, respectively) and the upper part of the trachea was cannulated, and the lung was lavaged thrice with 1 ml of HBSS supplemented with 0.4 mM EDTA and protease inhibitor mixture. BALF was centrifuged at 700 × g for 5 min at 4°C. The collected supernatant was used for the measurement of cytokines through ELISA kit (ebiosciences) as per manufacturer's instructions.
The pelleted cells were stained with Ly6G (127628; Biolegend) and subjected to flow cytometry analysis. Mouse Gas6 ELISA Kit (ab155447) was obtained from Abcam and TSG6 ELISA kit (008859) was purchased from Ray Biotech.
Isolation of alveolar macrophages (AMФs).
AMФs were isolated from BALF as described previously (1) . Briefly, BALF was centrifuged at 700 × g for 5 min at 4°C. The cells were then incubated overnight at 37°C. The cells adhering to the bottom of dish were collected and used for experiments. The purity of isolated AMФs was determined using fluorescently labeled antibodies recognizing surface antigens F4/80 and CD11b.
Bone marrow-derived macrophages (BMMФ).
For the isolation of bone marrow cells, femur and tibial cavities from mice were flushed, and the marrow cells were passed through 70 µm cell strainer followed by centrifugation at 500 g for 10 min and incubated at approximately 2 × 10 6 cells/mL in DMEM supplemented with 10% (vol/vol) FBS, 1% (vol/vol) streptomycin/penicillin, and 10% (vol/vol) L929-conditioned media for 6 days.
Cells were used for experiments at day 6 of culture. MФs were labelled with Cell Tracker Red CMTPX Dye for 15 min (C34552, Thermofisher Scientific) and used for experiments.
Isolation of PMNs and induction of apoptosis.
PMNs were isolated from the bone marrow cells by density-gradient based centrifugation using
Histopaque as described previously (2) . Isolated PMNs were exposed to UV irradiation (254 nm, UVS-26, 6-W bulb, 0.02J/s/cm 2 ) for 15 min to induce apoptosis and then incubated for 4 h in an incubator at 37°C containing 5% CO2 (3). Apoptosis induction was analyzed by flow cytometry after staining with FITC Annexin V (640905; Biolegend), and Propidium Iodide (421301;
Biolegend). Approximately 90% of PMNs were apoptotic.
Adoptive transfer of BMMФs in mice.
BMMФs were stimulated with rTSG6 400 ng/ml (2104-TS-050; R&D Systems) or rIL-4 100 ng/ml (214-14; Peprotech) for 6 h in culture conditions in vitro. These stimulated BMMФs were then adoptively transferred by noninvasive i.t. instillation into mice. For i.t. instillation, the mice were anesthetized by ketamine/xylazine (45 mg/kg and 8 mg/kg, respectively) and were suspended on a flat board and placed in a semirecumbent position with the ventral surface and rostrum facing up. Using a curved blade forceps, the tongue was gently and partially retracted rostrally, and 50 μl containing 2 x 10 6 cells was placed in the trachea. 
Immunostaining.
BMMФs were grown on coverslips and stimulated with TSG6 (400 ng/ml) for 6 h. 
Immunoblotting.
MФs were lysed in RIPA buffer (50 mM Tris-HCl, pH 7.5, 150 mM NaCl, 1 mM EGTA, 1%
Triton X-100, 0.25% sodium deoxycholate, and 0.1% SDS) containing protease and phosphatase -inhibitor cocktail. Cell lysates were centrifuged at 20,000 × g for 15 min at 4°C, and cleared supernatant was used for immunoblotting. Transfection with small interfering RNA (siRNA)
